Cascio Interstate Music's GuitarFest 2005 Strikes a Chord with Crowd!
October 4, 2005  -  New Berlin, WI     It was an experiment. Could Cascio Interstate Music transfer the massive success of its annual DrummerFest event to the world of guitars? The answer is a resounding yes!  The first annual GuitarFest 2005, held October 1st at Cascio Interstate Music's retail site in New Berlin, Wisconsin, attracted hundreds of guitar enthusiasts from far and wide to see, hear and interact with six amazing guest guitarists. The event was free and open to the public. 

Folk legend Artie Traum began the day, reminding all in attendance why he is highly regarded for his beautiful acoustic guitar work. His humorous and insightful stage banter never fails to engage. The Rippington's bassist Kim Stone was up next. Gracious with the appreciative crowd, Stone truly is a jaw-dropping musician. He amazed with playing that balanced rapid-fire runs up and down the neck and expressive legato phrasing that was quite emotionally evocative. Next, a sizable contingent of Megadeth t-shirted youth were on hand to see one of their heroes. Chris Poland, formerly of Megadeth and now with OHM, dispelled the sometimes dark image of such players with his open friendliness and humble genius. Poland is self-taught and a man of diverse interests. It shows in his totally unique and multi-faceted approach. 

During a brief intermission in which many fans milled about visiting the various sponsored vendor booths on the premises, Irish luthier George Lowden took the stage to talk about his world-class hand-crafted instruments. Lowden made the trip especially for GuitarFest 2005, as Cascio Interstate Music will now be carrying some of his beautiful guitars.

As performances continued, The Hellecaster's Will Ray took the stage. Ray wrangled furious flurries of twang from his custom copper-colored metalflake Telecaster and charmed the crowd with his down-home demeanor. Laughs erupted when Ray was told his speaking voice sounded like Hank Hill from the King Of The Hill television show. Todd Rundgren/Meat Loaf bassist Kasim Sulton has a cult following of his own and they were there in force when the legendary sideman performed. Eliciting actual squeals and screams from his fans, Sulton sang several songs including his own compositions and a couple from Todd Rundgren. He split his playing time between a Babicz acoustic guitar and the K Sulton Signature Bass designed exclusively for him by Archer Guitars USA (a subsidiary company of Cascio Interstate Music). He then brought Kim Stone onstage with him for a good-natured head-to-head bass showdown ending in a heartfelt hug between the two venerable journeymen.

There was a full house on hand when new Nashville sensation Johnny Hiland stepped up to the microphone to close the show. There really aren't adjectives invented yet that can adequately describe this man's playing. Suffice it to say that each of the performers who preceded him stood in the wings with broad smiles on their faces and heads shaking in disbelief at what Hiland can do with a guitar. He has it all ... beyond blinding speed, inhuman precision, heart, fire and humanity. Top that off with a voice that belies his bluegrass roots and you've got the Hiland hybrid of Eddie Van Halen meets Ralph Stanley. To witness it was to know that one was in the presence of a future legend.

The day concluded with some exciting prize giveaways. In addition to a mountain of swag doled out over the course of the event, a Taylor 110 Acoustic Guitar was given away and a raffle winner was also announced for a Valley Arts Bent-Top Electric Guitar. Cascio Interstate Music is donating 100% of the proceeds for this raffle to the MACC Fund (Midwest Athletes Against Childhood Cancer) for their ongoing fight against childhood cancer. All the GuitarFest 2005 participants were more than willing to field questions, sign autographs and stand patiently with attendees for photographs. 

Cascio Interstate Music thanks Archer, Fender, G&L, Paul Reed Smith, Taylor and Yamaha for their sponsorship. Joel Bohlen, Cascio Interstate Music Guitar Buyer and event organizer worked hard to assemble the formidable cast of artists. Retail Manager Mike Stephani and Assistant Retail Manager Steve Davidson did much behind the scenes to make things happen. Store employees Chad Szopinski, Mike Murphy, John Dykstra, Dallas Dagenhardt, Shane McGary and Mike Collins also worked above and beyond the call of duty.

GuitarFest 2005 was a tremendous success which exceeded expectations in every way. Along with HornFest and DrummerFest events, these special clinic/performances are Cascio Interstate Music's way of thanking their customers for years of loyal patronage. Plans are already in motion for next year's events!    

